Sibton Parish Council

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held at Sibton & Peasenhall Methodist
Church on Monday, March 17th 2025 at 7pm.

Present:

Clir. A. Dale (Chair), CliIr. A. Candler (Vice-Chair), Clir. A. Cable, CliIr. S. Lear and ClIr.
D. Sims.

Also Present:

Paul Widdowson (Clerk), District Clir. J. Ewart (Left 7-50pm) and one observer (Left
8-20pm)

1) Apologies:

Cllr. A. Levett-Scrivener gave his apologies which were accepted.

County ClIr. S. Burroughes gave his apologies.

2) To receive Declarations of Interest and confirm all Members have reviewed
their Declaration of Interest Forms: Councillors to declare any Pecuniary or

Non-Pecuniary Interests. Members may subsegquently declare an interest at
any point in the meeting:

There were no Declarations of Interest.

3) Reguests for dispensations:

There were no Requests for Dispensations.

4) Toreceive areport from the County and District Councillors:

There were written reports from County Clir. S. Burroughes and District Clir. J. Ewart.
County ClIr. S. Burroughes was not at the meeting.

District Cllr. J. Ewart reported on the proposals for local government reorganisation
with perhaps two unitary councils for Suffolk in the future and she also thought that
Town/Parish Councils would have to do more. District Cllr. J. Ewart asked if the
councillors knew of anyone who needed help owing to the cost of living in the parish
and there was some discussion on car parking and the High Street in Saxmundham.

There was some discussion on planning applications and especially on the Yoxford
Parish Council Planning Applications which had some effects on Sibton. District Clir.
J. Ewart also noted that large planning applications were treated separately to
individual planning applications and a councillor commented that public facilities
needed to be built at the same time as the building of properties.
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It was noted that the hedge needed to be cut back in Pouy Street but it could not be
completed currently and the East Suffolk Railway Line Capacity was discussed in view
of the building of Sizewell C.

Finally District Cllr. J. Ewart said that she would arrange a meeting at the Peasenhall
and Sibton Playing Field with the officers at East Suffolk Council.

5) Public_Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask
guestions on topics on the agenda.

There was some discussion on a local site.

6) To _confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday,
January 20th 2025.

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on January 20th 2025 were agreed.
Proposer.  Clir. D. Sims: Seconder:  Clir. A. Candler:

7) Highways and Speeding:

It was reported that the Sign Indicator Device was currently in Pouy Street. Potholes
were also discussed near the old Sibton School Building although it was noted that
potholes were being filled in. However it was believed that the material used to fill in
the potholes was not robust enough.

8) Footpath in Pouy Street:

It was noted that the footpath in Pouy Street had been discussed with County Clir. S.
Burroughes.

9) Dog Bin:

After some discussion, it was agreed to buy a dog bin and the clerk was asked to
approach East Suffolk Council to get a quote.

Proposer.  CliIr. A. Candler: Seconder:  Clir. S. Lear:

10) Local Energy Developments:

It was reported that Sizewell C seemed to believe that all was going well at a recent
meeting with councillors. The lack of dualling or building a long loop on the
Saxmundham to Woodbridge Single Line was questioned as to whether it was feasible
for the number of freight trains required could be accommodated on the single line
especially if any of the trains were not running to schedule. A councillor said that he
would undertake further research and this issue would be brought to the attention of
Sizewell C. The cutting down of many trees and also why Willow Marsh Lane was
closed so long were also discussed. It was noted that not only was there the Sizewell
C Development but also all the other renewable energy developments as well.
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11) Peasenhall and Sibton Playing Field:

This issue was discussed in District Clir. J. Ewart’s Report.

12) Cil Money:

It was noted that this was discussed in connection with spending the money on the
Peasenhall and Sibton Playing Field.

13) Planning Matters:

Councillors noted the planning application DC/25/0921/FUL.

14) Clerk’s Report, Correspondence and Donations:

The Clerk reported that he had received the Parish Council and Local Government
Training Dates for 2025, information from some businesses and charities, posters for
the noticeboards from the local Member of Parliament, Jenny Riddell-Carpenter, the
East Suffolk Council Planning Forum Presentation Slides and emails from Suffolk
Association of Local Councils with Devolution Updates.

The Clerk said that he had received an email from Suffolk Cloud offering ‘gov.uk’ for
Parish Councils. Councillors agreed that the Clerk would contact Suffolk Cloud to
discuss a quote based on their offer to set up ‘gov.uk’ email addresses and a ‘gov.uk’
website address and would keep CllIr. A Cable informed.

Proposer.  ClIr. S. Lear: Seconder:  CllIr. A. Candler:

Councillors agreed to make the following donations:

Royal British Legion £50
Citizens Advice Bureau £50
East Anglian Air Ambulance £50
Proposer:  Clir. D. Sims: Seconder:  CllIr. A. Candler:

15) To agree Audit Arrangements:

It was agreed to use Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) for the Internal Audit
2024-2025.

Councillors agreed to the SALC Letter of Engagement as part of agreeing the Internal
Audit arrangement with SALC.

Proposer:  ClIr. S. Lear: Seconder:  ClIr. A. Candler:
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16) Policies:

Councillors decided not to have policies on ‘Managing Probation Periods’ or ‘Grants’.
Councillors agreed to have a Data Processing Agreement with Suffolk Association of
Councils (SALC), to adopt the ICO Model Publication Scheme and the Financial
Regulations 2024 and to sign an E-Summons Agreement.

Proposer.  ClIr. S. Lear: Seconder:  CllIr. A. Candler:

17) To agree Internal Control Statement and Report:

The Internal Control Statement and Report was agreed.
Proposer:  Clir. D. Sims: Seconder: ClIr. S. Lear:

18) FEinancial Report:

a) Balances at the Bank on March 12th 2025:

Business Charitable Account £11 854-86
Business Money Manager £17 170-43

b) Payments and Receipts:

Payments.

Internet Banking Charitable A/c Bank Charges — Feb. 2025 £5-00
Internet Banking Charitable A/c Bank Charges — March 2025  £5-00
Internet Banking Methodist Church — Meetings 2024-2025 £80-00
Internet Banking Clerk’s Pay — January until March 2025 £TBA
Internet Banking Clerk’s Tax — January until March 2025 £TBA
Internet Banking Royal British Legion £50-00
Internet Banking Citizens Advice Bureau £50-00
Internet Banking East Anglian Air Ambulance £50-00
Receipts:

BACS Interest £77-98

The Financial Report was agreed.

Proposer:  ClIr. S. Lear: Seconder:  Clir. D. Sims:
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19) To decide the date and receive agenda items for the next Parish Council
Meeting.

District ClIr. J. Ewart gave her apologies for the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual
Parish Council Meeting on May 19" 2025.

It was agreed that to add the ‘gov.uk’ for the emails and website to the Annual Parish
Council Meeting Agenda.

It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Council Meeting
would be held on Monday, May 19" 2025 starting at 7pm.

The Meeting ended at 8-44pm.
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